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Bhootanese, 1,500 strong, followed closely, a panic
set in, many wounded were left behind, and the two
guns fell into the enemy's hands. The force, com-
pletely disorganised, at last reached the plains. Deter-
mined attacks were also made on the Chumarchi,
Balla, and Buxa stockades, and were not beaten off
without considerable losses to us. At Buxa the
garrison was obliged to retire with two officers and
thirteen men wounded.

Immediate steps were taken to send up reinforce-
ments, and the 55th and the 8oth Foot, igth, 29th,
and 3ist Punjabi Infantry with two batteries of
Artillery were ordered up to Assam under command
of General Tombs. Two columns were formed :
the right to concentrate at Gauhati and to advance
on Dewangiri, the left from Jalpaigori to move into
the western hills on Buxa and Daling. After a series
of minor skirmishes Dewangiri was captured after a
stiff fight, with a loss to us of four officers and thirty-
five men wounded ; the fort and defences were then
demolished. The left column encountered severe
opposition at Balla, losing three killed and one officer
and nineteen men wounded in the capture of a strong
Bhootanese stockade, which the enemy held to the
last in hand-to-hand conflict with detachments of
the 18th and igth P.L The operations were brought
to a close in early April, 1865, and with Daling and
Buxa garrisoned in strength the force returned to
Assam. The Bhootan Durbar, however, did not
yet come to terms, nor had they given up the captured
guns; it was therefore found desirable to again
enter their hills and advance to the capital Ponaka.
To this end a force of two wings of British infantry